
Re: Responsible Product Guidelines Letter of Recognition

Regards,

Katherine Featherstone
Senior Manager, Responsible Products & Materials
Green Building Council of Australia

Responsible Product Value: 7

Standard
Responsible 
Structure

Responsible 
Envelope

Responsible 
Systems

Responsible 
Finishes

EPD Australasia – Product-
specific EPD

No Achievement No Achievement Good Practice Good Practice

We wanted to update you on the recognition of EPD Australasia – Product-specific EPD. As of October 2025 
we have re-assessed your standard against the Responsible Products Guidelines for Initiatives - Version A 
and corrected the score to include the recognition against the Carbon Emissions Disclosure (CA) credit. We 
have informed industry of this change through FAQ F-00511.

Products using recognised product certification schemes or initiatives are awarded under four credits in 
Green Star Buildings (Responsible Structure, Responsible Envelope, Responsible Finishes, and Responsible 
Systems). In Green Star Buildings, there are two levels of compliance for products known as ‘Good Products’ 
or ‘Best Practice’ products. 

To EPD Australasia,

The table below is a summary of whether the standard is compliant by itself against either the ‘Good 
Practice’ or ‘Best Practice’ requirement in each of the four responsible products credits (structure, envelope, 
systems, finishes). At the end of this letter, we’ve provided more information as to what elements of the 
guidelines the standard complies with.  

Friday, 10 October 2025



Points
Achieved Points 

(Yes, No, Maybe)
Review

Corporate Commitment on Climate CA

The manufacturer has a publicly disclosed 
commitment to decarbonise between now and 
2050 on a 1.5C trajectory, with reduction to be 
incremental and documented prior to 2030.

1 No

Environmental Management CA

The manufacturer has an environmental 
management system (EMS) in place to manage the 
environmental impacts from the manufacturing of 
the product, valid at the time of manufacturing. 

1 No

CA

The product has a publicly available document 
transparently showing quantitative carbon 
impacts of the product across its sourcing and 
manufacturing (A1-A3 (cradle to gate)) as a 
minimum.

2 Yes

HP
The product has been independently certified as 
carbon neutral.

3 No

Socially Responsible Extraction of Resources CA

Prior to the commencement of any new extraction 
activities, the manufacturer shall achieve Free, 
Prior and Informed Consent, ensuring no negative 
impacts to life and natural resources of Indigenous 
Peoples.

3 No

Reponsible

Carbon Emissions Disclosure



ME

This criteria is only applicable to timber products. 
If you are not a timber product manufacturer, 
please proceed to the next criteria.

Products where more than 20% of the mass is 
composed of timber must meet the Credit 
Achievement to receive points in the Responsible 
Products Guidelines.

0 No

CA

A minimum of 70% of the product supply chain, as 
per BES 6001, is documented and audited from 
the final manufacturing activity back to the source 
of the raw material for major material 
components.

2 No

CA

The product is covered by an industry wide 
environmental product declaration that discloses 
the environmental impacts of similar products. 
The manufacturer must be part of the industry-
wide product declaration.

1 Yes

HP
The product is covered by a product specific 
environmental product declaration that discloses 
the environmental impacts of the product.

4 Yes

Health Impacts Disclosure CA

The product has obtained a Product Declaration of 
Health Impacts that discloses the impact of the 
product on human health and wellbeing from a 
recognised product certification initiative. 

2 No

Ingredient Disclosure CA

The product has a publicly available document 
showing the chemical ingredients within it, with a 
particular view to ensuring harmful chemicals and 
chemicals of concern are disclosed.  Disclosure 
Sheet sheets must follow the Globally Harmonised 
System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals 
(GHS) requirements.

1 No

Transparent Chain of Custody

Environmental Impact Disclosure



CA

The finished product has been tested by the 
manufacturer, and it can be shown the occupant is 
not exposed to off-gassing of high volatile organic 
compounds.

1 No

HP

The manufacturer has undertaken a 28-day VOC 
emissions test for the finished product and it can 
be shown the occupant is not exposed to off 
gassing of high volatile organic compounds.

2 No

Manufacturing Health and Safety CA

The manufacturer must have a publicly available 
health and safety management system certified to 
ISO 45001 (or equivalent), verified by an 
accredited third-party certification body.

1 No

ME
A risk assessment has been conducted to ensure 
no risk from exposure to any chemicals of concern 
during manufacture or use. 

0 No

CA
The manufacturer has taken action to substitute 
out Chemicals of Concern for those with reduced 
impact.

2 No

Modern Slavery CA

The product manufacturer applies due diligence in 
the sourcing and manufacturing of products and 
takes clear steps to prevent, address and mitigate 
modern slavery. If modern slavery is found, the 
manufacturer has a Remediation Action Plan with 
strategies for preventing it reoccurring in the 
supply chain, reviewed yearly. 

1 No

Healthy

Occupant Health and Safety

Chemicals of Concern



ME

A publicly available document to substantiate the 
organisations commitment to improve anti-
discrimination, health and safety conditions, 
wellbeing, diversity, gender equity etc.

0 No

CA

The product manufacturer has undertaken 
activities to create more equitable conditions for 
those affected by or involved in the sourcing and 
manufacturing of products and materials, 
supported by a publicly available document.

1 No

HP

The manufacturer has a policy that drives or 
provides employment and/or training to for 
minority groups. The policy of employment or 
training includes:
 •Internships or training programs for students or 

apprentices;
 •Pathways to Employment;
 •Employment

1 No

CA
The energy consumed by the facility at which the 
product is manufactured has been reduced on a 
year-on-year basis when averaged over 5 years.

1 No

HP

The energy consumed by the facility at which the 
product is manufactured is 10% lower than a 
typical equivalent product (measured in 
joules/tonne).

1 No

EP

The energy consumed by the facility at which the 
product is manufactured is 20% lower than a 
typical equivalent product (measured in 
joules/tonne).

2 No

CA

The manufacturer has a commitment to increase 
the amount of renewable energy used in its 
operations to be 40% of its manufacturing 
operations by 2030.

1 No

HP
100% of the manufacturer's electricity 
consumption comes from renewables.

1 No

EP
100% of the manufacturer's energy consumption 
comes from renewables.

2 No

Social Accountability

Positive

Energy Use Reduction

Energy Source



CA

The carbon emissions generated by the facility at 
which the product is manufactured has been 
reduced on a year-on-year basis when averaged 
over 5 years.

1 No

HP
The carbon emissions generated by the facility at 
which the product is manufactured is 20% 
lower than a typical equivalent product.

1 No

EP
The carbon emissions generated by the facility at 
which the product is manufactured is 40% lower 
than a typical equivalent product.

2 No

CA
The water consumed by the product’s 
manufacturing is 10% lower than a typical 
equivalent product.

1 No

HP
The water consumed by the product’s 
manufacturing is 20% lower than a typical 
equivalent product.

1 No

EP

The water consumed during manufacture is part 
of a closed loop system that recovers a minimum 
of 50% from processes. (Not including operational 
processes e.g., those associated with maintenance 
of the facility).

3 No

ME
The product’s sourcing or manufacturing facilities 
or practices do not impact areas with a high 
ecological value.

0 No

CA
The product manufacturer implements a hotspot 
analysis and reduces impacts to air, water, and 
land from manufacturing activities.

1 No

HP

The product manufacturer or producer undertakes 
on-site restoration and conservation activities 
beyond legal requirements. Raw materials have 
not been extracted from primary or native forests. 

2 No

Water Use Reduction

Carbon Emissions Reduction

Circular

Impacts to Nature



CA

 •3 of the product’s material extracƟon impacts 
(listed in the requirements below) are lower than 
an industry average of a similar product by 15% on 
average.
(or)
 •The product meet requirements established by 

an industry recognised standard that delineates 
limits on high-impact materials that are typically 
used in the manufacturing of a product.

1 No

HP

 •3 of the product’s material extracƟon impacts 
(listed in the requirements below) are lower than 
an industry average of a similar product by 30% on 
average.
(or)
 •5 of the product’s material extracƟon impacts 

(listed in the requirements below) are lower than 
typical by 15% on average.

1 No

EP

 •3 of the product’s material extracƟon impacts 
(listed in the requirements below) are lower than 
an industry average of a similar product by 50% on 
average.
(or)
 •5 of the product’s material extracƟon impacts 

(listed in the requirements below) are lower than 
an industry average of a similar product by 30% on 
average.
(or)
 •7 of the product’s material extracƟon impacts 

(listed in the requirements below) are lower than 
an industry average of a similar product by 15% on 
average.

1 No

CA

 •The product has an ‘end of use’ pathway that is 
accessible by the product user.
 •The product has been designed for recycling, 

reuse, modularity, disassembly and ancillary 
support equipment for the product is selected at 
point of purchase and not bundled with the 
product.

1 No

HP

 •The waste generated by the product’s 
manufacturing has been reduced on a year-on-
year basis when averaged over 5 years.
(or)
 •The product manufacturer recycles or reuses 

more than 80% of all waste including pre-install 
and install excess.

2 No

EP The product has a Digital Material Passport. 2 No

Waste Generation Reduction

Material Extraction Impact Reduction



Packaging ME

The manufacture has a commitment to 
measurement. In addition, the manufacturer must 
comply with one of the following targets:

•Packaging is 100% reusable, recyclable, 
biodegradable, or compostable (contains no PFAS 
or other chemicals that pose hazards to the 
environment, flora, fauna or human health).
•70% of plastic packaging has been recycled or 
composted, with the % of recycled content 
verified.
•50% of average recycled content included in 
packaging (revised from 30% in 2020).
•All packaging materials are responsibly sourced.
•Have a reuse or take back model.
•% of recycled content is displayed and verified 
where possible. 
•No use of plastic packaging.

0 No

CA

The manufacturer must comply with 3 out of the 6 
following targets:

•Packaging is 100% reusable, recyclable, 
biodegradable, or compostable (contains no PFAS 
or other chemicals that pose hazards to the 
environment, flora, fauna or human health).
•70% of plastic packaging has been recycled or 
composted, with the % of recycled content 
verified.
•50% of average recycled content included in 
packaging (revised from 30% in 2020).
•All packaging materials are responsibly sourced.
•Have a reuse or take back model.
•% of recycled content is displayed and verified 
where possible. 
•No use of plastic packaging.

1 No

HP

Packaging must be produced with at least 5 of the 
following principles:

 •Design for recovery
 •OpƟmise material efficiency
 •Design to reduce product waste of the packaged 

product
 •Eliminate hazardous materials
 •Use verified and local recycled materials
 •Use renewable materials
 •Design for transport efficiency
 •Design for accessibility

2 No



Market Transformation

Provide evidence as to how your initiative 
supports GBCA's vision to drive demand for 
transparent, healthy, low-impact and zero carbon 
products that are part of a circular economy.

Up to 5 
Points

No

Achieved RPV 7 N/A

Leadership


